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impressed with the need of civilising the lawless Dana-
kils, "who kill each other for prestige", that he seems
to have overlooked the needs or Europe in that respect;
the need, first o£ all, of civilising the civiliser.
'First things first. From the point of view of Euro-
pean order, which is the more dangerous: barbarism in
the African mountains, or cynical repudiation, with
complete impunity, by a European state of obligations
and rules, the observance of which is indispensable if
any sort of a European order is to replace the present
international anarchy ? Are we to ignore Europe in
order to reform Abyssinia?
*Mr. Shaw says:
'The business of the League of Nations is to
police the world and put an end to the existing
international anarchy.
'Very well. The real purpose of Italy's war is to
make that policing impossible, as, indeed, Signor
Mussolini has declared quite frankly over and over
again. From the first he has taken the position that in
this quarrel the League has no locus standi, that it is
solely Italy's affair. Had he said to the League in
effect: "To correct this Abyssinian disorder is your job*
Tackle it and we will co-operate," Italy could, with a
little patience, have had all that is vital in the way of
political and economic security. But Italy has through-
out taken the exactly contrary line. Repeatedly she Bas
said to the League: "This is not your job. It is mine.
Keep your hands off."
'Throughout this dispute Abyssinia has asked again
and again for third-party judgment, undertaking in
advance to accept its findings. Italy has as repeatedly
rej ected third-party judgment. One of the litigants, she
claims the right to be the sole j udge. One recalls typical
proclamation;
'The j udges of our necessities and the guarantors
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